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Entrepreneurial Development

]ﬁe spirit of enterprise plays a pivotal
role in industrial development of any coun-
try. Industrial development paves the way
for rapid socio-economic change.Rapid
industrial development of USA, Germany
and Japan shows that economic transition
is an effect and entrepreneurship is the
cause. To have a look into the concept of
entrepreneurial development let us shed
light on "entrepreneur", "entrepreneurship”
and its relevance in an economy.

The word entrepreneur originated
from French language. Originally, it meant
for organiser of musical concert. Oxford
English dictionary defined it as the direc-
tor or manager of a public musical school,
one who "gets up"entertaintment especially
musical performance. In the early 16th cen-
tury, it was applied to those who were en-
gaged in military expeditions. It was ex-
tended to cover civil engineering activities
such a construction and foriification in the
17th century. In the beginning of the 18th
century this word was used to refer eco-
nomic aspect. In the evolutionary perspec-
tive the word "entrepreneur” has began to

use broadly for three meanings- risks-
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bearer, organiser and innovator.

Entrepreneur as risk-bearer performs
a unique kind of risk bearing function in
economics. Richard cantillon, the Irish man
who used this term in economics and de-
fined as an agent who buys factors of pro-
duction at certain prices in order to com-
bine them into a product with a view to
sell it at certain prices in future. He illus-
trated the function of farmer, businesmen
and manufacturers as entrepreneurial ac-
tivities. Prof. knight also defined entrepre-
neur to be a specialised group of persons
who bear uncertainty. He held that uncer-
tainty is a risk which can not be insured
and is incalculable.

Entrepreneurial activities are assigned
with the entrepreneurship. Hence, "Entre-
preneurship” is the purposeful activity of
an individual or a group of associated
individuals,undertaken to intiate, maintain
or aggrandize profit by production or dis-
tribution of economic goods and service"-
as stated by A.H. cole. Schumpeter also
defined it as " entrepreneurship is based
on purposeful and scientific innovation. It
included not only the independent business-
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men but also company directors and man-
agers who actually carry out innovative
functions." In precise , entrepreneurship
can be defined as the actions associated
with the entrepreneurial activities. Enter-
prise is as old as human history. The spirit
of enterprise makes a man an entrepreneur
and leads to trsnsform him from a nomad
to cattle rearer, to a settled agriculturist, to
a trader and to an industrialist. simply, en-
trepreneurs are persons who initiate, organ-
ise, manage and control the affairs of busi-
ness unit by products combining the fac-
tors of production for supplying goods or
services.

Rate of growth of economy is depend-
ent on the spirit of enterprise among the
people. Entrepreneurs are those skilled per-
sons who have the qualities of hard- work,
desire for high achievements, high opti-
- mism, independence, foresightedness,
good organising ability and innovative
attiude etc. However there are differences
between an entrepreneur and a manager in
respects of motive, status , risk-bearing,
reward and innovations. There are few
numbers of evidences of successful entre-
preneurs in India as compared to USA, Ja-
pan and Russia. Tata, Birla, Modi, Dalmiya,
Kirlosker etc. are well-known names of
successful entrepreneurs in Indian scene
who started their business enterprises with
small size and made good fortunes. How-
ever, Assam's entrepreneurs have not been
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found the credit so far internationally. Yet
recent trend of entrepreneurial develop-
ment in Assam has turned to a new direc-
tion. Nezone , DS group of industries, en-
trepreneurs of cane and bamboo prod-
ucts, sericultural products, herbal products
are increasing due to the expansion of en-
trepreneurial activities in Assam. During
1990-1996 total numbers of small scale in-
dustry unit increases from 12429 to 20035.
The decreasing trend of small scall indus-
try units till 1990 has been reversed. This
upward trend has been stated as the result
of economic reforms of 1991. For the ex-
pansion of entrepreneurial activities among
the educated youths a number of
Governoments' and non-Governoments'
organisations are offering trainig and finan-
cial supports. IIE (Indian Institute of En-
trepreneurship), SIRD (State Institute of
Rural Development), NIRD(National Insti-
tute of Rural Development), NEDFC
(North-Eastern Development and Financial
Corporation), SIDBI (Small Scale Indus-
try Development Bank of India), RGVN
Rastriya Gramin Vikas Nidhi) etc. are-
among them. :

Adam smith, the father of economics
and his followers as well as Ricardo as-
signed no significance role in economic -
development. But Schumpeter had stressed
on the role of entrepreneurial activity for
rapid economic development. Emperically,
it is observed that the upward changes in




the economies of America, Russia, Japan
etc are effects of the expansion of entre-
preneurial activities among people of those
countries. Now the people of developing
countries also realised the need of entre-
preneurial development and began to think
it necessary condition to cater the dyna-
mism in economy. Development of small
scale industries through the spirit of entre-
preneurship is feasible for such countries
where capital is scarce and labour force is
aboundant. Entrepreneurship not only play
crucial role to augment capital output but
also generate larger employment opportu-
nity for which these countriesare suffering
for a long time. Therefore, the developing
countries like India is regaded as potent
economy for entrepreneurial development
through small scale industries which re-
‘quire less amount of capital and more
amount of labour force.

Dvelepment of entrepreneurship, in
the perspective of new economic policy
since 1991, specially in Assam is emerg-
ing with a new phenomenon. Industrially
backward state Assam has little scope for
development of heavy and large scale in-
dustries. Geophysical handicap, poor in
capital output, step motherly attitude dis-
played by the centrel Government and due
to other certain reasons this state remained
far behind than the other parts of India in
respects of rate of economic grouth. But in
the new regime of structural change, there

e

are opportunities for expansion of small
scale industries and traditional entrepre-
neurship. There are varied scope of
entrepreneural development in Assam on
local reasource-- based small scale indus-
tries. Following are some important potent
areas for expansion of urban and rural en-
trepreneurship.

1. Mineral based industries in the upper part
of Assam where coal and natural oil are
endowed enormously by nature.

2. Forest reasource- based industries, hor-
ticultural- product based industries. The
whole state is potent area for development
of these sectors.

3. Agro based industries.

4. Polymer and chemical-- based industries.
5. Engineering and non conventional indus-
tries.

6. Textile industries.

7. Service industries.

8. Pisciculture, floriculture-- based indus-
tries etc.

However; the expannion of entrepre-
neurial activities have direct relation to the
following socio eéconomic and other kinds
of factors.

i) A good credit and finacial market.
i1) Availability of power.

ii1) Trained-skilled labourers.

iv) A peaceful condition.

v) A good market networking.

vi) Developed information technology.
vii) Security and.
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viii) Other infrastructural facilities.
These are also regarded hurdles for
development of entrepreneural activities if
are not found viable. Strong motivational
attitude, plans and progammes by the
policy makers and thinkers may create a
base for entrepreneurial development. Situ-
ation has emerged the govenments and
NGOs towards the movements of SHGs
(Self help groups) to cater the viable path
for entrepreneurial developments. SHGs
have become relevent to over-come the
hurdls and are being enabled to augment
the rate of capital formation and capacity
building for self employment and income
generation through the small scale sectors.
The concerted efforts through SHGs
can be applied to a number of forest prod-
ucts and horticultural products for adding
values which were never thought to intro-
duce in our state. Large numbers of me-
dicinal plants, bamboo and bamboo sticks,

barks of differnt plants, different spices of
thatch, Lacs etc. are directly flowing out-
side the state. Our youths can think and take
initiation to be entrepreneurs for produc-
ing unique kind of products from these
items. Besides, large number of horticul-
tural and forest minor products like orange,
pine-apple, guava, rabab, banana, litchi,
leteku, temarind, jamu, thekera, ponyol,
bohera, plum, amora and many other for-
est fruits can the processed and added val-
ues to them. These items are fully or
partialy being wasted so far. It is need of
hour to resort to entrepreurship so as the
change the fortune of the people themself
and cater the process of developments of
the state as well as the nation. ##
Courtesy to
1) S.S. khanka, Tezpur University.
2) Dr. P. Bez Bora
3) Dr. A. B. Rajkonwar.

.My life is my message.

---- M. K. Gandhi

Swaraj is my birth right. I must have 1t.

---B. G. Tilak

' _‘ Plants are developed by cultivation
. and man by education.

—--].J. Rousseau.




CHANGING ACTIVITIES OF MAN

-

M anr 3‘ activities hav been changing

radically for pre-historic time to the mod-
ern time. The cave-man used to live in caves
and took fruits for his survial while the
technogical-man likes to live in
multistoried buildings with delicious food
staff. Therefore, a comprehensive analysis
of change of activities/functions of man
considered to be an important aspect of this
article.

The primitive man who was considerd
as biological-man for his functions used to
satisfy his needs from his surroundings en-
vironments, collecting and taking fruits as
their food. These biological-man/
environmentl-man used to live in caves to
protect themselves from any impending
danger. In the later stage, they had started
to kill animals to satiate their hunger.

Man no longer remained the product
of his environment but became the de-
stroyer, when he learned to hunt animals
for his food. The discovery of fire and in-
vention of tools and weapons made a radi-
cal change in the attiude of man. They used

to cook animals for their cooked food
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(mear) cutting the trees for firewood.

After the passing of time man learned
to domesticate animals mainly for food. For
the shelter of domesticated animals they
built temporary shades using the forest
which were available in their surroundings.
Perhaps the idea of community life arose
in the minds of the early man from the do-
mestication of animals. With the passing
of time they had gathered larger herd of
domesticated animals and the number of
population also increased which in the later
stage exploited the surroundings for their
livelihood.

The early man started to domesticate
plants which perhaps led the primitive ag-
riculture and sedentary settled life of peo-
ple which were later identified as the primi-
tive social groups in the early human civi-
lization. But the relationship between the
primitive people and their practices of do-
mestication of plants and animals was not
held good and their practices of domesti-
cation of plant and animals was not held
good for a long time because of gradual
improvement in farming practices and in-




crease of population, they had to exploit
the narture for people's sake. Gradually, to
satisfy the various needs of the man they
used to move from one place to another
(nomads and wanders) and the human civi-
lization gradully spread throughout the
world with much improvement in farm-
ing practices and more advance human civi-
lization through the constructional activi-
ties, formation of social institutions etc.
And the cave-man transformed to 'eco-
nomic man'. In fact man has been inter-
acting with the physical environment right
from primival stage of human development
and continuing to do so. With the advance-
ment in science and technology the fron-
tiers of knowledge have expanded beyond
the cosmic space. People in their incrasing
numbers and technological skills have
placed their imprints upon the earth sur-
face, transforming the physical surround-
ing to conform their needs and the man
themselves transform to technological-
man. The technological-men have a capac-
ity to do anything and anywhere if they
desire. And it led to several problems like

global warming greenhouse effect, acidifi-

cation, ozone depletion,salinization, defor-
estation, desertification etc. If these acrivi-
ties which are creating hazards in different
parts of the earth are not channalized prop-
erly the entire human civilization may come
in halt in future. One can undoubtedly
guess the future situation of our environ-
ment throgh a simple activity of man.

In order to meet the growing needs
of the technogical man carbon dioxide
emission from human source, most from
the burning of fossil fuels averages more
than seven billion metrictons of carbon per
year and have began to alter the dynamics
of the world's climatic system. The number
of motor vehicles on the roads throughout
the world will approximately increase to
one billion in 2025 whereas the number of
motor vehicles on the road in 1950 was 70
million only. Currently motor vehicles emit
well over 900 million tons of carbon diox-
ide each year, leading to environmental
pollution, acidification and ozone deple-
tion. ##
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Education means creation of sound mind in

sound body.

----Aristotle.




Environmental Economics : Market failure

Pollution and Environmental Policy

Environmental economics is con-
cerned with the impact of economy on the
environment, the significance of the envi-
ronment to the economy and the appropiate
way of regulating economic activity so that
balance is achieved among environmental,
economic and other social goals. It is a
regulatory mechanism designed to ensure
the right between cost and benefits.

The classical economists think about
the maximum utilisation of resources for
production. The classical idea based on two
assumtions-- 1. Market clear and 2. Agents
optimised. Under condition of perfect com-
petition the agents (producers and consum-
ers) are optimist (benefited). The classical
economists are not aware of the external
costs. Classical economic theory predicts
an efficient outcome given certain
assumtions about pricing, production, cost
etc. If any of these assumptions fails to
hold, market mechanism can not operate
freely. Depending on which assumption is
violated, the result will be any of a number
of inefficient market conditions, collec-
tively termed as "Market failure". These
include imperfect competition, imperfect

& Ramesh Ch. Das

Senior Lec. Economics Deptt.

informations, public goods and externali-
ties ( external costs like pollution etc.).
Market failure means declines of society's
welfare and resources are allocated ineffi-
ciently. Pollution is a market failure that
distorts the classical market outcome. If the
market is defined as "Environmental qual-
ity" then the source of market failure is that
environmental quality is a public goods. If
the market is defined as the goods whose
production on consumption generates en-
vironmental damage, then the market fail-
ure is due to an externality. A third type of
market failure is the imperfect information.
The market failure can be explained with
the help of an example. Petroleum rifineries
are motivated by gain. Although these firms
may be aware of environmental damage
associated with their prodution, there is no
incentive for them to absorb these costs.
The producer have the right to damage
something to have socially desirable pro-
duction. So the refineries have got the right
of pollution for their prodution. But the
Government (laws) do not allow them be-
yond a limit of pollution. So they might
reduce their production after alimit. Do-




way, Market failure emerge in the economy.

Pollution problems are not new to
mankind. we focus on four main catego-
ries of environmental problems faced by
man today.

Air pollution is primarily a byproduct
of energy consumption. Atmosphere con-
tains significant amounts of nitrogen- in
addition to oxygen. Burning carbon based
fuels increased the carbon-dioxide in air
which is harmful to the society. The peo-
ple will be the victim in the form of health
problems, including sicknss as well as ir-
ritation and reduced human
performance.Urban air pollution also dam-
ages materials (such as buildings) and in-
creased the costs of maintenace. A pollu-
tion may damage crops and Acid deposi-
tion is a regional problem in many parts of
the world. Carbon dioxide is a global pol-
lutant in that overall levels of earth's at-
mosphere lead to increase in the heat-trap-
ping capacity of the atmosphere which lead
to global warming. The table I shows some
countries emissions of carbondioxide.

Table-1

Country Emission if carbondioxide
(in metric tones)
USA 4881
China 2664
Russia 2103
Germany 878
Japan 1093
India 761
~ France 362
Polland 342

water pollution has traditionally been the
result of organic material deposited in wa-
terways and lakes. The waste material
mixed in water polluted the water which
decreased the proportion of oxygen in wa-
ter. A major type of organic waste is of
course human waste, which usually also
involves significant human pathogens. One
particularly difficult water pollution prob-
lem is pollution of ground water. Ground
water contamination does occur, primarily
from leaking storage facilities on the sur-
face, either waste storage or storage of bulk
liquids such as gasoline. Another source of
ground water pollutin is the leaching pes-
ticides and fertilizers into the ground wa-
ter. The water pollution creates the prob-
lem of safe drinking water. The world bank
estimates in 1992 that approximately one
billion people are without access of safe
drinking water. The table 2 shows the per-
centage of population safe water and proper
sanitation for selected countries, 1991.

Table-2
Country % of populatjon with safe water % proper sanitation
Burkino Faso 65 11
India 74 14
Ghana 43 61
China 74 87
Brazil 88 73
CostaRica 92 96
Mexico 83 67
Greece 98 98
UK 100 100
Denmark 100 100

Toxic chemicals in the enviornment
have been a problem for decades. The bad
news is that there are still significant dis-
charges of heavy metals and other toxics
into the aquate enviornment even in devel-
oped countries. A serious toxic problem

from perspective of human health is lead.
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The most significant source of lead poison-
ing has been through air pollution, due to
lead in major fuels. Some abandoned in-
dustrial sites from the nineteenth centuries
are still considered chemically hazardous.
There are many sites of nuclear and chemi-
cal wastes from the post-world war II. And
can be very sources of environmental dam-
age.

Ecosystem health in many parts of the
world has deteriorated due to the over ex-
panding world population. Virgin forests
are being cleared for the purpose of sell-
ing timber as well as providing farm
land.wetlands are drained to obtain more
land for agriculture and housing.

The field of enviromental economics
probably dates to the late 1950s and 1960s
with the important contributions emerging
from the "think tank" resources for future.
Marketable permits for pollution control
are now widely embraced, valuation meth-
ods are an integral part of enviromental

prevention, environmental valuation is be-

ing used to make decisions concering ma-
jor public projects.’

Pollution is generated as a by-prod-
uct of producing goods. Assuming that
pollution is measurable, yet the determi-
nation of right amount of pollution is not
easy. "Standards" are the fundmantal basis
of most environmental policies. when
standards are defined in the law, they can
be specified as ambient standards, technol-
ogy-based standard and performance based
standard. Ambient standard designate the
desired quality level of some elements of

the environment. These standards typically
are expressed as a maximum allowable
cocentration of some pollutant in the am-
bient environment. USA used ambient
stadards to define both air quality and wa-
ter quality. This standard is not directly
enforceable, but serve as a target level to
be achieved througa a pollution limit. A
technology based standards stipulates the
type of abatement control that must be used
by all regulated polluting sources. After
researching available technologies and
evaluating their effectiveness,selects the
"best" technology, which subsquently must
be adopted by all the regulated polluters.
The alternative type of environmental
standard is performance based. A perform-
ance based standard specifies an
emmissions limit to be achieved by every
regulated polluter.

Pollution is harmful for the society.
So, most of the countries have taken steps
for reducing pollution and environmental
protection. Pollution control legislation in
most member states of European union
dates from early 1970s. In 1988 directive
that selfourth sulfur emission controls for
large electricity-generating stations. Pollu-
tion regulation has a fairly long history in
united kingdom. In 1273, the city of Lon-
don passed a measure to control smoke. In
Russian Federation, the regulatory author-
ity responsible for implementing pollution
control laws at the national level is the
"state enviromental protection committee."
There are nearly hundred regional envi-
ronmental protection committees in Rus-
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sian Federation. In USA, in the early 1960s
a protection committee was formed to es-
tablish emisscon standards for Automo-
biles. The water quality Act 1965 and clean
Air Amendmends of 1970 was introduced
in USA. Resource conservation and Recov-
ery Act and comprehensive environmental
Response, Compensation and liability Act
of 1978 passed for environmantal protec-
tion. The national enviromental policy Act
applies for environmental presevation. In
December, 1997 most countries of the
world met in kyota, japan to negotiate what
has become the kyota protocol to control
emissions of gases leading to climatic
change. The agreement calls for stabalizing
world emission by 2010 at roughly 5%
“below 1990 emission. Another Interna-
tional treaty is in the 1973, convention on

International trade in Endangered species,
an agreement to limit International trade
in rare animals such as elephants, tigers,
thinos etc. Some agreemetns are to limit
whaling, limit certain types of fhising prac-
tices, protect migrating birds and protect
oceans from polltion. The list is very long.
The list will undoubtedly get longer as
more international environmental problems
become the focus of international protec-
tion. ###
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*  The man who has nothing to boast of but his illustrious an
cestors is like a potato the only good belong to him is under

ground.

Life is too short to be interested in everything.

----- Radhakrishnan.

---- Thomas Ovebury.
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Computer Literacy

Introduction.-

Computer literacy means literate
about computer, who earns knowledge
about computer. Also we can say compu-
ter literacy means the manifestation of the
intellect and application. We can not im-
agine our lives without computer literacy
today. Today, computer has become a part
and parcel of almost everybody's life. The
reason for its popularily is that its uses are
varied, it can be modified to do anything
that human imagination can make it do and
hence its reach is expanding day by day.

Therefore, computer literacy is most
necessary in every step of life.

Its needs:.-

The world is shrinking. It is becom-
Ing a global village. Computer literacy is
making the world becoming a global vil-
lage. Without computer literacy we can not
nter in modern world. Let us have a look
at our everyday life. Internet is perhaps the
greatest gift of computer literacy. Compu-
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ter literacy has made its presence felt in
almost every sphere of life today.

Some of the areas where computer lit-
eracy have become a common sight are:-
1. Commercial applications:-

1) Electricity bill generation.

i1) Railway and Airway ticket

booking

iii) Generation of telephone bills.

1v) 24 hours customer telephone

complaints registrations.

v) Wake up Alarm call.

vi) Banking sector.

vii) Paperless money through audit

cards.

viii) Super markets.

2. Educational Institutions:-

1) Process of gathering examination

marks for printing mark sheets.

i1) Writing online exams.

3. Broadcasting services:-

1) Newsreaders keep computer termi-

nal on their desk to receive urgent and im-

portant news.
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ii) Runtime reporting as done during
parliament elections or any sports events
requires highly accurate results to be gen-
erated.

These works are done with the aid of
a computer by a computer literate person.
4. Study and Fun Tool:-

1) Imparting education through the
distance education has become feasible
only because of computer literacy. It can
act as a teaching tool and an information
store. Ideal example is Aptech Online,
which offers the net.

i) Virtually any infornation on a topic
residing anywhere in the world can be
accessed from anywhere, hats off to the
internet technology, which is fallout of net-
working with computers.

ii1) Computer games have faded the
popularity of video games. The integration
of computer with multimedia (mix of
sound, picture etc) is responsible for this.
5. In space technology.

6. In the field of medical research.
7. In applied science and technology.
8. In industrial research.

So, we can say that computer is one
of the sophisticated inventions of modern
science. A civilized country must encour-
age the study of computer and its applica-
tions to its various fields of activity. The
study of computer, therefore, receives more
and more attention from all quarters.

Its Progress:-

Man is truely an amazing being. He
is master of Inventions. He is restless by
nature; either this need to make things
easier and sophisticated or his game lov-
ing nature drives his imagination to keep
inventing. |

Be it the wheel, the television or the
vehicles we see on the roads, are some of
the inventions that we cannot imagine our
lives without it. One amongst this list is
the computer, which made its first appear-
ance somewhere in the late 19th century
but started getting pbpular only in the 20th
century.

With the increasing of computer ac-
tivities the rate of computer literacy is also
increasing. A civilized country must en-
courage the study of computer and its ap-
plications to its various fields of activities.

So, we can say that the progress of
computer literacy rate is speedly increas-
ing at present.

Conclusion:-

Computer literacy gives power to man
and if all nations are equally powerful, the
world will be in a state of equilibrium.
Therefore, today everybody wants to say
"I am a computer literate person."”

The computer process began during
world war II, Today the computer literacy
rate is incresing day -by- day. There are
many coputer institutions in every place




today. There fore today, learning of com-
puter is not so difficult.

According to Prof. V. Rajaraman, IT
expart from the Indian Institute of Scince,
Bangalore, "one of the handicaps in the
field of computer education in the country
is that the place of change in the curricu-
lum is being overwhelmed by the rapid
strides in computer based industries."

Here in India the sky is the limit in
regard to the expanding horizons of oppor-
tunities for computer education profession-
als. One million job opportunities will be
created in computer education enabled
services, software services, hardware and
other IT related areas across different cit-
ies in the state of karnataka alone during
the next ten years, according to a study
conducted by a global market research firm.
Being the favourite destination among glo-
bal firms, Bangalore will generate six lakh
jobs in the next decade. Preliminary find-
ings of the study by Mckinsey indicate that
about four lakh jobs will be createds in
Bangalore, Mysore and Hubli cities with
computer enabled services driving the mar-
ket.
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There are some problems that concern
computer education at the middle and
higher levels. But what about the millions
who need to be made computer literate
right from the start to cope with the de-
mands of a knowledge society. Former
Union Minister for parliamentary Affairs,
Communications and information technol-
ogy, Mr. Pramod Mahajan, had stressed the
need to make computer education a com-
pulsory subject at the school level to pre-
pare the country's youth for the digital age.
The right to communicate is a fundamen-
tal right and computer education should be
taken to the masses to enable them to exer-
cise that right. " At present, computer edu-
cation is concentrated in the south. It should
be taken from south to north, from cities to
villages and from english speakers to those
speaking other languages also," Said Mr.
Mahajan.

All the same, we have to make a be-
ginning in computer literacy and education
programme with the concerted action by
state and local education authorities, by in-
dividual school managements, the corpo-
rate sector and by the civil society. ##

A child is barn free, bot everywhre he is in chain.

We adoraed the cage, but the parrot is lying starvation.

R A 4 Rou.;:scau
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The Purana's-- as the Historical
and Religious Books

9 word 'Purana’ means 'ancient’ or
old 'narrative’ but long before the begining
of the christian era it also used as the des-
ignation of a class of book dealing among
other matters. As the extensive Purana lit-
erature handed down to posterity included
both early and late as well as Major and
Minor woks, the distinguishing class name
'MahaPurana' (The name Mahapurana is of
late origine. It is found only inBhagavata
Purana and Brahmavaivarta Purana, What
are now known as Mahapuranas are called
simply Purans in the earlier works.) was
given comparatively late days to those par-
ticular major Puranas which commanded
the highest respect of the people for their
age and importance. So that, among the
great classics of Indian literature and cul-
ture. The Puranas' are unique one till day.

At present we have got eighteen works
known as Mahapuranas. The names of
those works are- (1) Vayu Purana, (2)
Brahmanda Purana, (3) Markandeya
Purana, (4) Visnu Purana, (5) Matsya
Purana, (6) Bhagavata Purana, (7) Kurma
Purana, (8) Bamana Purana, (9) Linga
Purana, (10), Varaha Purana, (11) Padma

¢ Mina Sarma Chakravorty.
Lecturer in History

Purana, (12) Naradiya Purana, (13) Agni
Purana, (14) Garuda Purana, (15) Brahma
Purana, (16) Skanda Purana, (17)
Brahmuavaivarta Purana and (18)
Bhavisyat Purana. Besides these eighteen
mahat or principal Puranas, ther are a
number of works which are called the Upa
Purana (Secondary Purana).

There are little bit difference in re-
spect of the names of puranas. As for ex-
ample the name 'bayu purana' is found only
in Mattshya purana and 'Naradiya' purana.
But 'shiva puran is known as by the other
puranas in place of 'Baiya purana'. simi-
larly, it is 'Nreeshingha purana' in place of
'Linga purana' as per the 'Markendiya
purana'. To be mentioned that all the names
of puranas are written in the 'Matshya
purana' including the number of total
slokas. those are---

The puranas No. of slokas

1. Vayu purana 24,000
2. Brahmanda purana 12,000
3. Markendeya purana 9,000

4.Vishnu purana 23,000
5.Matshya purana 14,000
6. Bhagabata purana 18,000




7. Kurma purana 18,000
8. Vamana purana 10,000
9. Linga Purana 11,000
10. Varasha Purana 24,000
11. Padma Purana 55,000
12. Naradiya Purana 25,000
13. Agni Purana 16,000
14. Garuda Purana 19,000
15. Brahma Purana 13,000
16. Skanda Purana 81,000
17. Brahmavaivarta Purana 18,000
18. Bhabishya Purana 14,000

It is partinent to mention that these
"Puranas’ have been printed more than once.
The following editions of the 'Purans’ have
been used: Vayu, Matshya, Padma, Agni
and Brahma Purana edited by
Anandasrama; Sanskrit Series; Poona.

* Brahmanda, Kurmh, Vamana,
Naradiya, Skanda and Bhavishya Purana.

-Edtd. Venkatesvara, Press, Bombay.

* Markanda, Vishnu, Linga,
Brahmavaivarta Purana.

-Edtd. Jivanada Vidyasagar, Calcutta.

* Bhagavata and Garuda Purana.

-Edtd Vangavasi Press, Calcutta.

Itis difficult to say definitely how and
when the Puranas first came into being
though their claim to great antiquity, next
only to the Vedas, can not be denied. It is
mentioned mostly in connection with
Itihasa in the Atharva Veda; Satapatha
Brahmana, Gopatha Brahmana,

Brahdaranyaka Upanisad and a few other
works of the vedic literature. The Atharva-
veda which contains the earliest mention
of the word 'Purana’, says that the rcs
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(verses), the samans (songs) the metres,
and the Purana originated from the residue
(Ucchista) of the sacrifice together with the

yajus (sacrificial formulae). The
Brhadaranyaka Upanisad on the other hand,
ascribes the origin of the four Vedas,
Itihasa, Purana etc. to the breath of the
Mahabhuta (the great being Paramatman,
the Supreme soul). These traditions, though
some what different, are unanimous in rec-
ognizing the sacred origin of the Purana as
also in giving it a status almost equal to
that of the Vedas. As a matter of fact, in
some of the works of the vedic and the early
Buddhist literature, the Purana has been
called the fifth Veda.

The famous Sanskrit lexicon
amarakasa (C. sixth century A.D.) contains
old definition, repeated in many of the ex-
tent Puranas, which says that a Purana is
to deal with the following five characteris-
tic topics:--

(i) Sargh- (Creation, or evolution of
the universe from the nature cause)

(i1) Pratisarga- (recreation of the
world from its constituent elements in
which it 1s marged at the close of acon-
Kalpa- or day in the life of Brahma, the
creator). : :

(iii) Vamsa- (genealogies of Gods, de-
mons, Patriarchs, sages and king especially
of the last two).

(iv) Manvantara- (Cosmic cycles each
of which is ruled over by a Manu, the first
father of mankind) and

(v) Vamasanucarita- (Accounts of
Royal dynastics)
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can be traced to the akhyanas (tales)
Upakhyanas (anecdotes) gathas (matrical
songs) and kalpokits saying that had come
down throught ages. The sacred origin of
the Purana as also in giving it a status al-
most equal to that of the Vedas. As a mat-
ter of fact in some of the works of the of
the Vedic and the early Buddhist litereture
the Purana has been called the fifth veda.

The Purana's as Historical Records:-
History in the modern of the term was
unknown in ancient India in spite of the
many sided development of Her civiliza-
tion and culture; but historical tradition,
chiefly relating to dynastic lists and nota-
ble events in the lives of kings, used to be
handed down from generation to genera-
tion from the most ancient times. In the
extent Puranas there are various indications
which show definitely that particlur care
was taken in early times to study and pre-
serve correctly the dynastic lists and ac-
counts, which later came to be recorded
more or less systematicall in the Puranas.
We have already seen that out of the eight-
een works of this class, only six namely,
the Vayu, Brahmanda, Markandeya, Visnu,
Matsya and Bhagabata come from com-
paratively early dates and have more or less
the character of early puranas. All these six
works as also those of the rest which con-
tain genealogical lists and accounts, trace
the differant dynastics of ancient India to a
common mythical ancestor Vaivasvta
Manu son of Surya(the sun). It has been
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said that Vaivasvata Manu has nine sons of
whom four were important namely
Iksvaku, Nabhanedistha, Saryati and
nbhaga. Iksvaku reigned in ayodhya and
had two sons-- Vikuksi-Sasada and Nimi
from whom proceeded the dynastics of
Ayodhy and Videha respectively.

The former dynasty, in which Rama,
son of Dasaratha, was born in much later
days, is better know as the Isksvaku dy-
nasty or the solar race of Ayodhya.
Nabhanedistha reigned in-Vaisali and
founded the Vaisala dynasty; Saryati ruled
in Anarta (Gujrat) and became the founder
of the Saryata dynasty of that place; and
from Nabhaga descended a line of kings
of whom Rathitara's. Besides the son men-
tioned above, Manu had a daughter Illa. Ila
consorted with Budha, son of Soma (the
Moon) and gave birth to a son, Puruvas aila,
who became the progenitor of the Aila on
when race of Pratisthana (Allahabad)
Pururvas Aila had six or seven sons of
whom Ayu continued the main line at
Pratisthana and Amavasu become the
founder of the dynasty Kanya Kubja
(Kanuj). Ayu had five sons. Nahusa was
became famous; Nahusa's son Yajati had .
five sons who became the founder of a large
number of royal families viz the Haihayas,
Yadavas (among whom Krisna was born)
Turvasus, Druhyus, Anvas, Pauravas
(among whom Judhisthira and other were
born) and so on. The lists of the kings these
dynastics have been given in many extant
Puranas; and if this lists were perfectly true,
some of them would reach back to a time




at last 2,000 years before the Kaurava
Pandava was of Mahabharata.

Besides this genealogies of king of the
past which ended either with Mahabharatra
war or, about a century later with the reign
of Adhisimakrsna, some of the extant
Puranas give in the form of Prophecies, a
number of list of king of the future
Kaliyuga and their acconts os such future
kings the Vayu, Brahmanda, Visnu,
Matshya and Bhagabata include with the
mention durations of the different kings a
few dynastics of the historical period, viz
the Sisunagas, Nandas, Mauryas, Sungas
Kanvas, Andhras and Guptas, All so well
known in Indian history. P.E. Pargiter has
critically exmined the text of the five
Puranas mentioned above and shown their
importance in reconstructing, the history
of these dynastics.

No less important are the Puranas
from tracing the social development of an-
cient Hindus. The aphoristic and the met-
rical Law-Books (Dharma Sutras and
Dharma Sastras) of the Orthodox Brah-
mans give us pictures of only the ideal
Brahmanical society in different ages, but
they do not help us in any way in
understending how far the Brahmanical
1deas were followed in practice, or how the
people at large led their lives. The Puranas
are not works of the social history in an-
cient India, but refereneces to social con-
ditions in them are often incidental and
sometimes international. The Puranas
make it clear to us that Hindu society in
ancient India, unlike that of the present
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time, was a living one with great vital force,
which could mould itself according to cir-
cumstances and absorb easily. Thus the
Puranas help us as a valuable records of
Indian history, although the capters on Ge-
ography still contain, inspite of later modi-
fications, much valuable information about
the topography of the ancient world, espe-
cially of India, it is rather disappointing to
find that the Puranic Geographical tradi-
tion also, like the dynasitc account has been
influenced considerably by Mythology.

The Puranas as religious Books:-

The Puranas as religious books did
some noble works in ancient India. These
have been respectfully studied for centu-
ries and are still read by the people of this
country, because these works have shown
them the easiest way of attaining peace and
perfection in life and have put forth, often
in the forms of myths and stories easy so-
lutions of those difficult problems with one

- 1s sure to be confronted in one's religious

and social life. As a matter of fact, the
Puranas have rendered the greatest service
in effecting the social and religious unifi-
cation of the diversed people of India. They
have treated every religious faith of the soil,
unless it was dogmatically aesthetic with
respect and with synthetic attitude and ac-
corded to it a position in the Puranic pan-
theism by explaning its deity and its prin-
ciples through a reconciliation of the teach-
ings of Samkhya and Vedanta. It is the
Puranas which have brought about unity
in diversity, and taught religious toleration




to the followers of different faiths by mak-
ing them realize that God is one though
called in different names. It is mainly
through these works that the Vedic ideas
got and idleas of religion and society have
survived up to the present day and got wide
circulation among the people of India and
outside. The principles of Puranas are,
threrefore, perfectly justified in leading our
lives.

Conclusion:-

From the above survey of the eight-
een principal puranas it is evident that these
works have been utilized through centuries
not only for educatig the mass mind and
infusing it with the nobler ideas of life but
also for tactfully solving the religious, so-
cial and economic problems which were
created in ancient India by the rise of vari-
ous religious movements and the repeated
invantions made by foriegn races. A care-
ful analysis of the devetional Vratas for in-
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stance, will amply testfy to the puranic
Brahmana's deep inside into human natur
as well as to thier intelligencein cleverly
tackling thr various problems, espicialy
those relating to woman, from whom the
life and spirit of the race proceed. Itis un-
deniable that the extent puranas can only
on rare occasions cliamfor themselves any
real merit as literary productions, but it
must be admitted that in addition to their
character as records of anient Geography
and political history, they are of great value
from the point of view of the history of re-
ligion and culture of the ancient Hindus.
As a matter of fact, these works afford us
more than other works of time a great in-
sight, into all phases and aspects of Hin-
duism as well as into the inner spirit of the
hindu social system with its adaptability
in all ages and under all circumstances.
They therefore deserve far more careful
study than has hitherto been devoted to
them. ##
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Dr Bhabendranath Saikia is not

® an unknown name for the
Assamese people. He dominated the lit-
erary and cultural arena in the state for
about three decades. He was born in
February 20, 1932 in Nagaon town in
central Assam. He passed matriculation
examination in 1948 securing star
marks. He secured his BSC degree with
honours in physics from Cotton College
in 1952 and MSc. in physics from presi-
dency college of calcutta University in
1955-56. He obtained Ph.D. degree in
physics in 1961 from London Univer-
sity. He also obtained Diploma of
Imperical college (DIC) of science and
technology, London in 1961. Priti saikia
was his wife and Sangita and Rashmi
were his daughters.

Dr. Saikia was not only name of a
man but also we may call him an era for
the Assamese people. An era has come
to an end when Dr. Saiki breathed his
last at 10:05a.m. on 13 August,
wednesday at Guwahati Neurological
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Researeh centre (GNRC). He was 71.
With his death a chapter of Assamese
literature, culture and film took a tragic
turn. ' |

Dr. Bhabendranath Saikia held sev-
eral responsible position to the best of
his capacity. He was a man of versatile
quality. He was a famous academician
and editor. Apart from these he contrib-
uted to the Assamese society from vari-
ous corner. He was a storywriter, nov-
elist, filmmaker, playwright and an
oustanding editor rolled into one, spred
like a wildfire. He broke new grounds
in the field of journalism in the state
while serving as editor of children
magazine "Sofura" and the chief efitor
of the prestigious fortnightly magazine
"Prantik" since it inception. He was
direetly involved with prantik for 16
years. '

Dr. Saikia was an icon in Assamese
cinema His contribution was instrumen-
tal in taking Assamese films to the glo-
bal arena. His association with the
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filmworld dates back to 1977 when his
first film "Sandhyarag" was released on
august 5 that year. After the sandhyarag
Dr. Saikia released the famous Assames
film Anirban in 1981 and Agnishnan in
1985. In 1988 he released Kalahal and
Sarothi in 1992. Similarly Abartan,
Itihas and Kalsandhya were released in
1994, 1996 and 1999 respectively.
From Sandharaag in 1977 to
Kalsandhya in 1999, this genius has not
only churmed out eight great films, but
also established the fact that making of
good films is possible in the state even
without a conductive environment and
proper infrastrusructure. His first film
Sandhyarag created record, being the
first Assamese film to be included in the
International film Festival of India.
All the Assamese films of Dr.
Saikia bagged the prestigious. Rajat
kamal award as the best regional film
Sandhyarag in 1978, Anirbaan in 1981,
Agnishnan in 1985, Kalahal in 1988,

Sarothi in 1992, Abartan in 1994. Be-
sides these, in 1996 he won the National
award for best screenplay for
Agnishnan. His film has been shown in
different Internatinal film festivals held
at Chennai, Hyderabad, New Delhi,
Bangalore, Calcutta, Nantis (France)
valladelid (Spain), Algiers (Algeria),
Pyong yang (North Korea), Sydney,
Munich, Montreal and Toronto.

We have known that all his films
have depicted the true life of the com-
moner, their hopes and despair, dreams
and nightmares, values and morals,
struggle for a survival, both phsically
and intelectually, individual as well as
social obligations and many more.

Dr. Saikia was a member of
Sangeet Natak Akademi, president of
Jyoti chitraban, chairman of Assam state
film, member of East zone cultural cen-
tre (Kolkata), member, Society of film
and telivision Institute of India, Pune
etc. ###
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